FEDERATION

Mr Claus Matthes, Director

PCT Business Development Division

WIPO, 34, chemin des Colombettes

1211 Geneva 20

SWITZERLAND via e-mail: claus.matthes@wipo.int

27 January 2012

Dear Mr Matthes

Quality of Search and Examination of International Applications

Content of Written Opinions and International Preliminary Examination Reports
We refer to James Pooley’s letter of 16 December 2011, reference C.PCT
1326, to which responses were invited by 29 January 2012.

The IP Federation represents numerous patent-intensive UK companies (list
attached). Collectively, our members are heavy users of the PCT.

We note that there is a clear desire for the inclusion in every written
opinion and international preliminary examination report of observations on
at least significant and pertinent issues of clarity and support. We agree
that addressing clarity and support is always desirable.

The suggestion that an Examiner should be required to comment either posi-
tively or negatively about clarity and support in the description is a good
one, and will be useful to our members. Thus we are in favour of the pro-
posal to modify the International Search and Preliminary Examination Guide-
lines in order to provide further guidance to International Authorities on the
inclusion of observations on clarity and support, as set out in Annex | to
Circular C.PCT 1326.

Yours sincerely

David England
European Patent Attorney
Secretary, IP Federation
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FEDERATION
IP Federation members 2012
The IP Federation represents the views of UK industry in both IPR policy and prac-
tice matters within the EU, the UK and internationally. Its membership comprises
the innovative and influential companies listed below. Its Council also includes
representatives of the CBI, and its meetings are attended by IP specialists from
three leading law firms. It is listed on the joint Transparency Register of the
European Parliament and the Commission with identity No. 83549331760-12.
ARM Ltd
AstraZeneca plc
Babcock International Ltd
BAE Systems plc
BP p.l.c.
British Telecommunications plc
British-American Tobacco Co Ltd
BTG plc
Caterpillar U.K. Ltd
Delphi Corp.
Dyson Technology Ltd
Eli Lilly & Co Ltd
ExxonMobil Chemical Europe Inc
Ford of Europe
Fujitsu Services Ltd
GE Healthcare
GKN plc
GlaxoSmithKline plc
Hewlett-Packard Ltd
IBM UK Ltd
Infineum UK Ltd
Merck Sharp & Dohme Ltd
Microsoft Limited
Nokia UK Ltd
Nucletron Ltd
Pfizer Ltd
Philips Electronics UK Ltd
Pilkington Group Ltd
Procter & Gamble Ltd
Rolls-Royce plc
Shell International Ltd
Smith & Nephew
Syngenta Ltd
The Linde Group
UCB Pharma plc
Unilever plc
Vectura Limited
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