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IP Federation takes international IP advocacy to Geneva 
The IP Federation travelled to Geneva this month for a busy programme of international 
engagement, bringing together President Kevin Scott and Vice-President Sarah Palmer for a 
series of meetings and events focused on the role of intellectual property in innovation, 
investment, trade and economic growth. The visit formed part of a wider UK delegation, 
working alongside the Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys (CIPA) and ICC United 
Kingdom, with the programme spanning the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO), the World Trade Organization (WTO) and meetings with UK and international 
representatives. 

 

The week began at WIPO, where the delegation joined a special session exploring the role 
of IP in turning innovation into commercial impact. The session included the presentation 
of the new joint report Intellectual Property in Action: Turning Innovation Around the World 
into Commercial Impact, produced by CIPA, ICC UK and the IP Federation. The report draws 
on case studies from the UK, Brazil and South Africa to demonstrate how businesses are 
using IP to attract investment, develop partnerships, license technology and enter 
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international markets. The WIPO programme also provided an opportunity to hear updates 
on the Global Innovation Index, WIPO’s work on artificial intelligence and alternative dispute 
resolution. The session was opened by Andrew Staines, WIPO Assistant Director General, and 
brought together representatives from across the international IP community. 

Kevin Scott, President of the IP Federation, said:  

“Our visit to Geneva demonstrated the importance of maintaining a strong international 
conversation about intellectual property. IP is not simply a legal framework; it is an 

important business tool that can help innovators secure investment, build partnerships 
and take new technologies into markets around the world.” 

Following the WIPO session, the delegation joined a briefing and roundtable hosted by the 
UK Mission in Geneva, providing an opportunity to exchange views with UK businesses and 
officials on current trade policy developments and priorities for the WTO Public Forum. This 
offered valuable insight into current UK trade policy priorities and highlighted areas where 
government looks to business for support, including emphasising the continued value of the 
WTO, acknowledging the real systemic challenges that require attention, and improving 
decision-making processes, such as through plurilateral agreements on services and data. 

The wider Geneva programme also included engagement with WTO officials and representa-
tives of international organisations. This included a productive meeting with Tanuja Garde, 
Director of the WTO Intellectual Property Division, and her team, offering an opportunity to 
discuss how IP frameworks can better support innovation and commercialisation across 
diverse markets. 

The delegation also met with Erika Almeida Watanabe Patriota, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Brazil to the WTO. This meeting proved particularly valuable, with an 
open and constructive discussion in which the Brazilian case study from the joint report 
helped illustrate how strong IP rights can enable a local company to license its technology 
internationally and build an entire business model around innovation. This example served 
as a powerful counterpoint to the narrative sometimes heard that IP primarily benefits 
higher-income countries, demonstrating instead how accessible and reliable IP systems can 
support growth and competitiveness in all markets. 

Sarah Palmer, Vice-President of the IP Federation, said:  

“One of the most valuable aspects of being in Geneva was the opportunity to connect 
the practical experience of businesses with the policy discussions taking place at 
international level. Hearing directly about the challenges faced by innovators in 
different markets reinforces the importance of making the IP system accessible, 

understandable and effective for businesses of all sizes.” 

The programme continued with a reception hosted by UK Permanent Representative 
Ambassador Kumar Iyer CMG, bringing together representatives from across the inter-
national trade and diplomatic community. The final major engagement of the visit came at 
the WTO Public Forum, the WTO’s largest outreach event, which this year brought together 
thousands of participants under the theme Powering the Future. The 2026 Forum focused 
particularly on the role of services trade in economic development, innovation and 
employment. 
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Bobby Mukherjee, Chief Counsel for Intellectual Property and Technology Law External 
Engagement at BAE Systems, Immediate Past President of CIPA, and Past President (and still 
very active member representative) of the IP Federation, spoke on a panel examining how 
IP and services can work more effectively for micro, small and medium-sized enterprises 
(MSMEs). Chaired by Ambassador Matthew Wilson, the session brought together perspectives 
from WIPO, the International Trade Centre and business, with discussion centred on the 
challenges smaller businesses face in identifying, managing and protecting their intellectual 
property. The discussion used entrepreneur case studies, audience polling and practical 
examples to consider how MSMEs can make better use of IP to support innovation, 
investment, international trade and growth. 

Bobby Mukherjee said:  

“For smaller businesses, intellectual property can be a powerful commercial asset, but 
only when its value is properly understood. The discussion at the WTO highlighted the 
importance of narrowing the gap between the IP tools and support available and the 

innovators who need them, especially as businesses increasingly work across borders.” 

The Geneva visit underlined the IP Federation’s commitment to international engagement 
and to utilising our unique expertise of IP in a cross sector of innovative industry to positively 
support the future of the global IP and trading systems. It also demonstrated the value of 
working collaboratively with organisations including CIPA, ICC UK, WIPO and the WTO to 
promote practical understanding of how intellectual property can support innovation and 
commercial growth.  

On a personal note, Kevin Scott said:  

“The organisation of the week was excellent and gave a clear insight into how Geneva 
operates. It also demonstrated the effectiveness of a combined IP Federation, CIPA and 

ICC UK delegation, which was stronger than any of us could have been alone.” 

He also noted the excellent support provided by the UK Mission in Geneva, particularly Lizzie 
Wilson and colleagues, whose involvement was instrumental in shaping the programme and 
facilitating engagement with UK officials. 

The delegation was also pleased to see recent awards recognition at the 2026 Memcom 
Excellence Awards, for the collaborative work undertaken by IP Federation, CIPA, and ICC 
UK, reflecting the growing impact of the partnership’s international advocacy and outreach 
efforts. 

Upon returning to the UK, the focus remained firmly on building the relationships 
developed in Geneva and turning international engagement into opportunities for further 
collaboration. 
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