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IP Federation Brexit Policy Position 
 
The Federation represents IP intensive companies in the United Kingdom – a 
list of members is attached. Our member companies are extensively in-
volved with IP in Europe and internationally. Not only do our companies own 
considerable numbers of IP rights, both in Europe and elsewhere, but they 
are affected by the activities and IP rights of competitors. They may be 
either plaintiffs or defendants in IP related court actions, here and else-
where. 
 
The IP Federation policy position1 on Brexit is as follows: 
 

• Certainty is paramount to industry. 
• All accrued and pending intellectual property rights must be pre-

served in the UK post-Brexit. This is a top priority issue. 
• The UK must provide for the ability to obtain equivalent UK rights in 

the UK post-Brexit. This is a top priority issue. 
• We support the Unitary Patent (UP), and the Unified Patent Court 

(UPC) with the UK participating on the current terms, including the 
location of the branch of the Central Division in London. 

• Without a guarantee of continued UK participation post-Brexit, the 
UK should not ratify the UPC at present. We consider that ratifying 
the UPC to bring it into effect and subsequently being forced to leave 
the system would bring an unacceptable amount of uncertainty to 
industry across the UK and EU. 

• Further, certainty is required to ensure that the UK’s ratification 
would not threaten the validity of the UPC. 

• The involvement of non-EU, European Patent Convention Contracting 
States in the UPC (e.g. Switzerland, Norway) would be a potential 
advantage to industry, and it may be advantageous for the UK to 
promote this. 

• If the UK cannot or does not wish to participate in the UPC, we would 
prefer to see the minimum of amendment to the UPC Agreement (i.e. 
to remove the UK). 

• We encourage the use of the Patent Box and R&D tax credits to 
support the UK as an innovation-friendly economy. 

 
 
IP Federation 
18 July 2016

                                         
1 This is the position of the vast majority of our member companies, but not necessarily the 
position of one member company (Ericsson). 
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IP Federation members 2016 
The IP Federation represents the views of UK industry in both IPR policy and prac-
tice matters within the EU, the UK and internationally. Its membership comprises 
the innovative and influential companies listed below. The CBI, although not a 
member, is represented on the Federation Council, and the Council is supported by 
a number of leading law firms which attend its meetings as observers. It is listed on 
the joint Transparency Register of the European Parliament and the Commission 
with identity No. 83549331760-12. 

 

 

AGCO Ltd 
Airbus 

ARM Ltd 
AstraZeneca plc 

Babcock International Ltd 
BAE Systems plc 

BP p.l.c. 
British Telecommunications plc 

British-American Tobacco Co Ltd 
BTG plc 

Caterpillar U.K. Ltd 
Dyson Technology Ltd 

Eli Lilly & Co Ltd 
Ericsson Limited 

ExxonMobil Chemical Europe Inc. 
Ford of Europe 

Fujitsu Services Ltd 
GE Healthcare 

GKN plc 
GlaxoSmithKline plc 

Glory Global Solutions Ltd 
HP Inc UK Limited 

IBM UK Ltd 
Infineum UK Ltd 

Johnson Matthey PLC 
Merck Sharp & Dohme Ltd 

Nokia UK Ltd 
Pfizer Ltd 

Philips Electronics UK Ltd 
Pilkington Group Ltd 
Procter & Gamble Ltd 

Renishaw plc 
Rolls-Royce plc 

Shell International Ltd 
Smith & Nephew 

Syngenta Ltd 
The Linde Group 
UCB Pharma plc 

Unilever plc 
Vectura Limited 
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